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VFW Auxiliary Post #1347
October 7th was the date when the VFW Auxiliary 1347 met at the 

Veteran’s Club with 16 members present.
According to Ritual the Opening Prayer was given by Chaplain 

Lyanne Kelly followed by Patriotic Instructor Melinda Klein leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance. President Lori Skala called the meeting to order.

Kena Zebert was approved for membership.
September meeting minutes were approved as presented. The Trea-

surer’s report was given and placed to audit. There were no bills.
Hospital Committee Chair Billie Herron reported that the Food Pantry 

at NWIHCS-Grand Island is OK for now, but donations will be accepted 
again after the middle of the month. Treats will again be allowed to be 
brought in in November. A “Trunk or Treat” will be held in the Circle 
Drive on November 1st. Cake will be supplied for Veteran’s Day. It is re-
quested that Volunteers spend some “1 on 1 Time” with residents. Bingo 
will be hosted on October 18th with volunteers to help residents to the 
Rec Room beginning at 1:00.

Project Connect will be held at the Pinnacle Bank Events Center on 
October 23rd from 10 AM until 3 PM. Volunteers are advised to sign up 
to help by going to hopeharborgi.org/project-connect.

Final plans for the Wreaths Across America Fund Raiser Car Show 
were discussed. The event will be Saturday, October 11th at the Veteran’s 
Club with registration beginning at 8:30 AM. Wreaths Across America 
badges made by Dave Davis will be available on a “First come, fi rst 
receive” basis. Some volunteers will be meeting for Breakfast at the Club 
before the event.

The Charter was draped for Irene Livingston. Condolences to the fam-
ily.

Kristopher Widga, SSG FOX Peer Support Specialist was a guest 
speaker giving much valuable information about how he can help veter-
ans with assistance for many day-to-day activities, especially for veterans 
in distress or someone that doesn’t know where to fi nd help for case man-
agement or suicide prevention.

A joint meeting with the American Legion Auxiliary will be held on 
Wednesday, October 15th at 7:00 PM at the Veteran’s Club to make plans 
for a Christmas Party for Veteran and Active-Duty Military families.

Discussion was held about the Stuhr Museum Festival of Trees and 
our plans for decorating a tree this year.  There will be more discussion in 
November.

Questions were asked if schools were doing card making for Veterans 
Day. Cards would be given to Veterans at the Veteran’s Day Breakfast 
and the Med Center.

The quarterly audit of books was held.
A “Memory Book” work project was held with about 25 books being 

assembled. The books will be given to care facilities to work with their 
residents.

The November VFW Auxiliary meeting will be held at the Veteran’s 
Club on the 4th beginning at 1:00 PM.  Anyone wishing to eat together 
before hand is Welcome to gather at 11:30 AM.

Secretary
Cathy McKown

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #53
October 1, 2025

 The American Legion Auxiliary Unit #53 meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Carmen Larson at  6:30 p.m., October 1, 2025. POW/MIA Chair placement 
was conducted by Sergeant-at-Arms Pam Sinsel. Co-Chaplain Liz Cline off ered 
the opening prayer. Fourteen members recited the Pledge of Allegiance and the 
Preamble to the ALA Constitution.

The September minutes were approved with a change to the date of the next 
meeting.

Avis motioned that the Treasurer’s Report be approved, and Amber seconded 
the motion. Motion carried. Pam motioned and Loretta seconded that $10.60 for 
postage of pins and certifi cates for longevity awards mailed to those not in at-
tendance at the tea be paid to Charlie. Motion carried. $19.00 of additional income 
from the sale of an Auxiliary t-shirt was added to the treasury report.

Membership Report: 25 have paid their dues so far this year.
Historian/Webmaster Report: The Auxiliary page has been updated. Members 

may continue to submit new photos and information to be shared on Facebook to 
Amber. 

Pam volunteered to replace Sue as the Volunteer Hours Coordinator. Thank 
you, Pam! Members should bring their volunteer hours from April-November to 
the next meeting.

Communications: The Legion Riders sent a thank you and a gift of $500 for 
helping with the poker run last summer. The district and state have updated the 
standing rules.

VAVS ACTIVITIES
There are no new food pantry needs at this time. A new list of needs will be sent 

for November and December. The Legion Family will host a Halloween Party on 
November 1, 2025 at the VA Hospital starting at 10:00 a.m. Veterans, staff , and 
kids and grandkids of Veterans are invited.

WOMEN OF SERVICE/VA FOOD PANTRY
The October Women of Service winner of a $50 gift certifi cate is Sue Stueben. 

Congratulations!
OLD BUSINESS:
Members volunteered to help with Bingo in October. Two members are needed 

each week.
Thank you to all of those helping with the POW/MIA Recognition Day Cer-

emony.
60 people attended the Creative Arts Festival on September 26th. The artists 

would like to have the festival at the UVC again next year.
Members voted to give to the following Nebraska Veteran Projects for the 

2025-2026 year: $100 – Grand Island Veterans Medical Center, $100 – Central NE 
Veterans Home, $100  - VA & R Special Needs, $100 – Veterans Dollar Days, $50 
– Omaha Fisher House, Women Veterans - $100, Little Red Schoolhouse Fund - 
$50  for a total of $600 in donations.

NEW BUSINESS:
During the September UVC Meeting, it was decided to increase the Bingo pay 

from $300 a quarter to $800 a quarter starting with the 4th quarter.
The Veterans Day Breakfast will be held on Tuesday, November 11th. We 

will serve from 5:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. On November 8th, the Sons will cook the 
potatoes, and Amber volunteered to dice them. Members should be at the club at 
5:00 p.m. on November 10th to set up tables and decorate. The following volun-
teered to bake four loaves of banana bread: Diane, Jolene, Liz, Pam, Loretta, Lisa, 
Charlie, Carmen, Kayleen, Nadine, and Maria. They should bring the bread sliced 
and on a tray on the 10th. Members should be at the club at 5:00 a.m., November 
11th to serve the breakfast.

Amber volunteered to be the chairperson of the Children’s Christmas Party 
Committee.

Charlie will order additional ALA pins for members to wear to meetings.
It was suggested that if any member notices something wrong with the missing 

person table, they should go ahead and fi x it.
Avis motioned and Amber seconded that the ALA donate the funds to sponsor 

ten wreaths for Wreaths Across America. Motion carried.
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Sons of the American Legion Post #53
Regular meeting of the Sons of the American Legion was held October 1, 2025 

at 6:30 pm. 20 members were present.
Minutes and Treasurer’s report were presented and approved.
July 1, 2025 started our new membership year.
Motion carried to buy 10 wreaths for Wreaths Across America.
Next year at Nebraska State Fair Veterans Day. Need more people to carry 

fl ags. Contact Honor Guard.
Veterans Breakfast: Tuesday November 11, 2025. Serve 5:30 am to 10:30 am.
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm.
Next meeting November 5, 2025 at 6:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted.
Paul Barker, Adjutant

American Legion Post #53
October 14, 2025

The meeting was called to order by Commander Rapp at 1930 hours.
Opening ceremonies were conducted.
Roll Call:  11 members present, 4 offi  cers present, 2 absent, 0 excused. 
Meeting Minutes:   September Meeting Minutes stand as read.
Finance Report:  Rich Catron moved to accept the September Finance Report & 

James Brettmann seconded the motion; Motion carried
Committee Reports:
Children & Youth: None
Membership: 2025 membership Post 53 65.612% Goal is 474 current total is 311
Americanism:  Flying the American Flag
Activities: None
POW/MIA: Jim Brettmann reported that as of June 2025 there have been 5 

World War 2 remains identifi ed, 1 Korean War and 1 Vietnam War
Athletic:  None
UVC Board Report: None  
Service Offi  cer:  The offi  ce will close on 10/16/2025 to go to Westlawn Cem-

etery to replace vandalized grave markers and fl ags
Sick Call: None      
Comrades in Distress:  None
Old Business:  Caps has been tabled to the November meeting still haven’t 

gotten a quote from Sayler. CMDR Rapp spoke about the good turn out for the 
District 6 Fall round up and that he will be publishing a bi-monthly district news 
letter. 

New Business: The Veterans breakfast will be 11/11/2025 starting at 0530-
1030. Flags will go up on 11/08/2025 weather permitting.

Good of the Post: None. 
There being no further business, closing ceremonies were conducted and the 

meeting was adjourned at 2015 hours. The next meeting will be on November 11, 
2025, at 1930 hours.

Respectfully submitted
David Morrison, Adjutant

VFW Post #1347 
The meeting of VFW Post 1347 was conducted October 7th, 2025.  With 14 

members present. 
Opening ceremonies were conducted by Commander Larson and Chaplin 

PeBeck  
Roll Call:  6 Offi  cers present and 1 absent.   
Minutes were approved as read. 
Financial Report was read.   
Motion was made by Comrade Catron and seconded by Comrade McAhren to 

accept the September fi nancial report. Motion carried.
Membership Report
 Membership stands at 345 with a goal at 377 for 91.51%.  
Veterans Advisers Report
 Comrade McAhren title has changed to Veterans Adviser.  
 New Architect for the Caroline Tower was hired.       
Hospital Report
 Comrade Luft reported the Kyle Hetrick is in the VA Hospital following the 

amputation of his leg from the knee down.  
Youth Report  
 GIPS foundation trust stands at $22,539.  
 A motion was made by Comrade Luft and Seconded by Comrade Halverson 

to off er one $1000.00 scholarship again this year. Motion Carried.
Board Report
 Club Prices went up as of October 1st. 
 Tank has been set.  
 Sep 17th was the open board meeting.   
 City fi xed the Parking lot lights.  
VOD/Patriot Pen
  Comrade Klimek reported that he has met with all schools.  
 Application due date is October 31st, 2025.  
 November 15th, we need to have our decision made and submitted.
 Review Committee was formed. 
 John Larson, Richard Catron, John Pebeck, Ron Callihan. 
 Comrade Klimek recommended after our November 4th meeting the com-

mittee should get together asap to make their decision.     
We Recognized the National Home. 
Unfi nished Business.     
 Price for the banner for the horse races is $95.00. Check to be made out to 

the Sons of the American Legion.   
 A motion was made by Comrade Halverson and seconded by Comrade Calli-

han to pay the Sons of the American Legion $95.00 for the Banner for the Veterans 
Day at the Horse races.  Motion Carried.  

New Business.
 Commander Larson handed out VFW membership pins.   
 October 25th and 26th there is a Gun Show at Fonner Park. Last year we 

purchased a Recruiting booth. Booth costs are $35.00   
 Nebraska VFW Calendars are here to sell. They are $20.00 each.   Drawing 

is January 9th, 2026.
 Veterans Day Breakfast November 11th 0530 – 1030. Free Breakfast for 

Veterans.
 Commander Larson gave Quartermaster Bartz the Bingo check for $500.00.   
A motion was made by Comrade Luft and seconded by Comrade McAhren to 

purchase a table at the Gun Show for recruiting purposes. Motion Carried.
Communications.   

 Comrade Scott Schleichter informed us that there was a lot of cemetery 
markers and fl ag holders destroyed at Westlawn Cemetery. Don Shuda was 
advised. Please if you have Family or Loved ones buried there get out there and 
look.

Comrade in distress.  
 None.  
Good of the Order.  
None.  
Closing Ceremony was conducted.   
Next meeting. November 4th at 1930 hrs. 

Respectably submitted,
Quartermaster, Tim Bartz

POW/MIA Closing was conducted by Pam Sinsel.
Being no further business, Liz motioned and Avis seconded that the meeting be 

adjourned. Motion carried. 
The next regular meeting will be held on November 5, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. in 

Memorial Hall at the United Veterans Club.
Submitted by

Lisa Hunnicutt, Recording Secretary




