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VFW Auxiliary Post #1347
Eleven members attended the May 5th meeting of the Hall County 

VFW Auxiliary 1347 at the Veteran’s Club.
The meeting was opened according to Ritual with Chaplain Lyanne 

Kelly with the Opening Prayer followed by Patriotic Instructor Melinda 
Klein leading the Pledge of Allegiance. President Lori Skala call the 
meeting to order.

The minutes of the April meeting were approved as presented. A 
Thank You was received from NWIHCS – Grand Island for our host-
ing Bingo in April and furnishing treats. A letter was read from the State 
Commander and Auxiliary President asking all Post and Units to consider 
making donations to organizations in areas that had dealt with the recent 
range fi res.

The Treasurer’s report was given. There were no bills. The report was 
forwarded to audit.

The NWIHCS – Grand Island activity report was given by Deputy 
Linda Winget. Seven Veterans had helped clean around the Crane Trust. 
About 25 residents have been attending Bingo. More quarters will be 
available for prizes but more Volunteers are asked to come help with 
moving residents to and from the Rec Room and serving treats. Lem-
onade and individual bags of chips and pretzels have been favorites for 
treats.

No other Committee reports were presented but all Chairs are to con-
tinue to keep records of what is taking place so reports can be fi lled out 
after the beginning of the new fi scal year.

Past President Lori Skala presided for the Installation of Offi  cers that 
had been elected for the 2026/2027 fi scal year.

Memorial Day program volunteers are asked to arrive at the Veteran’s  
Memorial Park by 9:30 on May 25th to help with distribution of Buddy 
Poppies and greet those attending the Memorial Day Program.

Everyone is asked to help take care of the Flower beds at the Veteran’s 
Club. Just pull some weeds if you see any and help keep it looking good!

The Charter was Draped for Past Department President Carol Brosni-
han.

Chaplain Lyanne Kelly gave the Closing Prayer.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 2nd at 1:00 PM at the 

Veteran’s Club. Lunch will be available for those wishing to meet and eat 
together at 11:00 AM.

Secretary
Cathy McKown

book. Members are reminded to submit new photos and information to be 
shared on Facebook to Amber. 

Communications: Carmen read the Convention Call for the State Con-
vention to be held in Columbus on June 25-28. Delegates will be chosen 
at the next meeting. Carmen sent the District 6 Newsletter and a message 
from the District President to members by email.

VAVS ACTIVITIES
  The food pantry needs are the same as last month.
WOMEN OF SERVICE/VA FOOD PANTRY/OMAHA FISHER 

HOUSE
  This month’s donation will go to the Veterans Food Pantry. Diane will 

take care of the donation.
OLD BUSINESS:
  Members volunteered to help with Bingo in May and June. Three 

members are needed each week in May, and two members are needed 
each week in June.

  The Easter Egg Hunt was a success! Thirty-one children attended. 
Donations were received from both the Sons and the Riders.

  Those in attendance enjoyed the Veterans’ Day at the Races.
  Thank you, Pam, for compiling the volunteer hours report!
  The Spring Bingo, Easter Egg activities, and cookie give-away at the 

VA Hospital were all a success.
NEW BUSINESS:
  Tom Wilcox Scholarship applications are due May 15th. Carmen has 

the applications.
  There are two separate Memorial Day Programs this year. The pro-

gram at the Veterans’ Cemetery begins at 8:00 a.m., and the traditional 
ceremony will be at the club at 11:00 a.m.

  The Riders’ State Romp will be held on July 25th. ALA volunteers to 
help prepare and serve food will be determined at the June or July meet-
ings.

  For the 2027 year, ALA memberships are to be submitted online but 
paid locally. Hall County’s membership is at 92.35%.

  After discussion, Loretta motioned and Amber seconded that the 
Membership role be merged with the Treasurer’s duties. Motion carried.

  Elections for the 2027 year were held. The following positions were 
fi lled: President – Carmen Larson; Vice-President – Avis Pike-Morrison; 
Secretary – Lisa Hunnicutt; Treasurer – Charlie Becker; Chaplain – Liz 
Cline; Historian – Amber O’Reilly; Sergeant-at-Arms – Pam Sinsel

  The following were appointed to positions: Membership (now includ-
ed with the Treasurer) – Charlie Becker; Girls’ State – Amber O’Reilly; 
Community Service – Pam Sinsel; VAVS – Carmen Larson

POW/MIA Closing was conducted by Pam Sinsel.
Being no further business, Avis motioned and Charlie seconded that 

the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried. 
The next meeting will be held on June 3, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. in Memo-

rial Hall at the United Veterans Club. 
Submitted by

Lisa Hunnicutt, Recording Secretary

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #53
May 6, 2026

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit #53 meeting was called to order 
by President Carmen Larson at 6:30 p.m., May 6, 2026. POW/MIA Chair 
placement was conducted by Sergeant-at-Arms Pam Sinsel. Co-Chaplain 
Avis Pike-Morrison off ered the opening prayer. Fourteen members re-
cited the Pledge of Allegiance and the Preamble to the ALA Constitution.

The April minutes were approved as read. 
Avis motioned that the Treasurer’s Report be approved, and Kay-

leen seconded the motion. Motion carried. Jolene motioned and Ronda 
seconded that a bill for $78.65 for the kites given away at the Easter Egg 
Hunt be paid to Loretta. Motion carried.

Membership Report: Seven members haven’t paid their dues.
Historian/Webmaster Report: Recent photos have been posted to Face-
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Sons of the American Legion Post #53
Regular meeting of the Sons of the American Legion was held May 6, 

2026, at 6:30 pm. 23 members were present.
Minutes and Treasurer’s report were presented and approved. 
Membership Currently at 105%.
Park clean-up was May 2, 2026. Everything went well and Park look-

ing good.
Motion passed to raise two bowling scholarships to $100 for next year. 

One youth boy and one youth girl.
Flags go up May 20, 2026, for Memorial Day.
All offi  cers remain the same for next year. Dennis Glover to be liaison 

for Veterans Hospital.
If you know your dues have been paid and you get a reminder notice 

or you do not receive a Son’s card please call Paul at 308-390-0719.
Meeting adjourned at 7:18 pm.
Next meeting June 3, 2026 6:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted.
Paul Barker, Adjutant

VFW Post #1347 
The meeting of VFW Post 1347 was conducted May 5th, 2026, with 

10 members present. Opening ceremonies were conducted by Command-
er Larson and Comrade Callihan.

Roll Call:  4 Offi  cers present and 3 excused.
Minutes were approved as read.
Financial Report was read. Motion was made by Comrade Halverson 

and seconded by Comrade Catron to accept the April fi nancial report. 
Motion carried.

Membership Report
 Membership stands at 373 with a goal at 377 for 98.93%.  
Veterans Advisers Report - None
Hospital Report
 Kyle Hetrick has been placed on Hospice and has moved Home.   
 Punk is back in Hospital and is not doing very well.     
Youth Report - None. 
Board Report
 Sun Heat donated $6,133.00 to the Hall County Veterans Park.  
 Grub worm got sprayed.  
 Park Board working on concrete around Flagpole. 
 Burger night will run through May.  
 Flags up May 20th. Poles up May 18th or 19th. Flags and poles 

down June 14th.
 16 new bricks will be replaced and engraved in the new concrete 

around the fl agpole.
VOD/Patriot Pen - None.
We Recognized the National Home.
Unfi nished Business.     
 VFW day of service. (park cleanup) went well.
New Business
 Two Memorial Day ceremonies will be held on Memorial Day fi rst 

one at the Veterans Cemetery starting at 8:30 am. Following that cer-
emony, we will have our normal ceremony at Hall County Veterans Park 
music starting at 10:00 am and ceremony starting at 11:00 am.

 Thank You to all that came out and helped with the park cleanup 
day.   

 July 24th there will be a Korean War Recognition at the State Capi-
tol.    

Communications - None.
Comrade in distress.  
 Commander Larson helped a fellow Veteran that needed a bus ticket 

to the homeless shelter in Omaha. The ticket cost was $41.00. Comrade 
Pointe was going to ask Don Shuda about using State Veterans Fund to 
reimburse our Post when we assist fellow Veterans. Commander Larson 
was told our VSO offi  ce couldn’t help this Veteran in a timely manner. 
Reimbursement was tabled until we received word from Comrade Pointe.    

 Comrade Callihan recently lost his brother. 
 Comrade Brown is having a minor back surgery. (new battery in his 

back stimulator).
 Don Steele passed away.        
Good of the Order.  
 Honor Guard submitted hours for Post color guard to the State. 15 

of the 24 members of the Honor Guard are VFW members. Honor Guard 
did 76 funerals this year for 1359 hours of Volunteerism. Total Volunteer 
hours including State Fair parade, posting colors for schools and the 
Veterans home, wreaths across America and all the other activities they 
do. 1740 Total hours were submitted for Honor Guard hours. We should 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
April 21, 2026

Meeting called to order by Commander Dan Willets.
Opening prayer by Chaplain Cory Steinacher.
Resolution 288 for the POW/MIA empty chair ceremony performed by 

SGT at Arms Todd Sinsel.
All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance and the ALR Chap-

ter 53 Preamble.
Roll call completed by Secretary Pam Sinsel. Twelve Chapter mem-

bers were present.
March meeting minutes read by Pam Sinsel. Accepted as read.
March fi nance report read by Financial Offi  cer Avis Pike. Motion to 

approve, Todd Sinsel. Second, Cory Steinacher. Motion carried. 
The Freedom & Independence Ride / State Romp committee updated 

the group. Loup City has confi rmed they will do a free will donation 
lunch of burgers and dogs.

The 2 handguns for our next raffl  e have been purchased. Avis is work-
ing on the tickets.

Dan reminded everyone to join the Chapter’s members page and the 
Nebraska ALR page on Facebook as these are the go-to places for infor-
mation and events.

Avis read a thank you card from Brian & Robyn Everhart for the fl ow-
ers sent for the passing of Robyn’s mother. She also read a thank you 
from the 2 Boys State participants our Chapter supported.

John Arias motioned to adjourn the meeting. Second, Jim Penwell. 
Motion carried.

Closing prayer by Chaplain Cory Steinacher.
SGT at Arms Todd Sinsel retired the POW/MIA chair covering. 
Meeting adjourned by Commander Dan Willets.

Secretary,
Pamela Sinsel

know after the State Convention where they placed.
Closing Ceremony was conducted.
Next meeting is June 2nd at 1930 hrs.

Respectably submitted,
Quartermaster, Tim Bartz




