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VFW Auxiliary Post #1347
Fift een Hall County VFW 1347 Auxiliary members were present when 

the June 2nd meeting proceeded according to Ritual; with Chaplain 
Lyanne Kelly giving the Opening Prayer followed by Patriotic Instruc-
tor Melinda Klein leading the Pledge of Allegiance. President Lori Skala 
called the meeting to order.

Th e May meeting minutes were approved as presented. Correspon-
dence was received from the NWIHCS -Grand Island, Th anking the unit 
for hosting Bingo and serving treats. Several members had also donated 
items.

LaVonne Catron, Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s report. Th ere 
were no bills. Th e report was fi led to Audit.

Media and Historian Committee Chair Billie Herron continues to 
submit news items to Facebook and the National VFW and Auxiliary 
offi  ces. As the Hospital Representative, Billie reported that cake and ice 
cream will be sent to the NWIHCS – Grand Island residents for the Flag 
Day observance.

Melinda Klein presented the Buddy Poppy Centerpiece containing 
approximately 400 Buddy Poppies to the group. Th e centerpiece will be 
entered in the Buddy Poppy contest at the State VFW and Auxiliary Con-
vention on June 6th and 7th in Norfolk.

Th e 2026 Car Show Catalog has arrived. Th e Wreaths Across America 
Fund Raiser Car Show is listed for October 10th in the west lot of the 
United Veterans Club. Food trucks are being contacted as well as the 
Veterans Club to have food available. Awards are being ordered.

A good crowd attended the Memorial Day Program at the United Vet-
erans Memorial Park. Th e Auxiliary distributed Buddy Poppies.

Volunteers will be distributing information about the VFW and 
Auxiliary during the 4th of July event being hosted at Stuhr Museum. Th e 
display would be from 2 to 5 during the aft ernoon with other activities 
happening over the Museum grounds. Fireworks will be set off  at 10 that 
evening.

Th e Department VFW and Auxiliary State Conference will be held in 
Norfolk on June 5th, 6th and 7th. School of Instruction will be in Kearney 
on Saturday, June 10th. Bingo is on June 24th. Next meeting will be July 
7th at the Veterans Club at 1:00 PM. Lunch will be available at 11:30 AM

Secretary
Cathy McKown

Communications: A thank you note from Fisher House was received.  
Carmen emailed the District 6 newsletter and a letter from the state 
regarding items to be discussed at the State Convention. Avis, Charlie, 
and Loretta will act as delegates to the State Convention in Columbus on 
June 26-28.

VAVS ACTIVITIES
Th e food pantry needs are Spam, meat in packets, mac and cheese, and 

canned fruit. A cooler is located inside the main door for those donating 
fresh produce.

WOMEN OF SERVICE/VA FOOD PANTRY/OMAHA FISHER 
HOUSE

Th is month’s donation will go to Fisher House.
OLD BUSINESS:
Members volunteered to help with Bingo in July. Two members are 

needed each week. 
Th e organizing of volunteers to help at the July 25th Riders’ State Romp 

was tabled until the July meeting.
Th e Memorial Day Program went well. Th ose attending especially 

enjoyed the donated fl ags and the singing of the National Anthem.
Th ank you to Charlie and Loretta for delivering the plastic bags to 

Girls’ State.
NEW BUSINESS:
Th ere will be an ice cream social at the Veterans’ Home in Kearney on 

July 20th from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Th ose helping should arrive at 1:30. Th is is 
a District 6 event.

Tom Wilcox Scholarship applications were due May 15th.
Th e ALA will have an informational table at Stuhr Museum during the 

July 4th celebration from 2:00-5:00. Several members volunteered to help.
Th e new ALA shirts have arrived.
POW/MIA Closing was conducted by Pam Sinsel.
Being no further business, Avis motioned and Charlie seconded that 

the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried. 
Th e next meeting will be held on July 1, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. in Memorial 

Hall at the United Veterans Club. 
Submitted by

Lisa Hunnicutt, Recording Secretary

American Legion Auxiliary Unit #53
June 3, 2026

Th e American Legion Auxiliary Unit #53 meeting was called to order 
by President Carmen Larson at 6:30 p.m., June 3, 2026. POW/MIA Chair 
placement was conducted by Sergeant-at-Arms Pam Sinsel. Chaplain Liz 
Cline off ered the opening prayer. Th irteen members recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Preamble to the ALA Constitution.

Th e May minutes were approved as read with the exception of a time 
change for the Memorial Day ceremony at the Veterans’ Cemetery.

Pam motioned that the Treasurer’s Report be approved, and Avis sec-
onded the motion. Motion carried. No new bills were presented.

Membership Report: Six members haven’t paid their dues. 
Historian/Webmaster Report: Members are reminded to submit new 

photos and information to be shared on Facebook to Amber. 

VFW Post #1347 
Th e meeting of VFW Post 1347 was conducted June 2nd, 2026, with 13 

members present.
Opening ceremonies were conducted by Commander Larson and 

Chaplin PeBeck.
Roll Call:  7 Offi  cers present and 0 absent.
Minutes were approved as read.
Financial Report was read.
Motion was made by Comrade Catron and seconded by Comrade 

McAhren to accept the May fi nancial report. Motion carried.
Membership Report
 Membership stands at 373 with a goal at 377 for 98.93%.
Veterans Advisers Report
 Caroline Tower construction starting aft er Memorial Day.
 A 3% increase was agreed upon for the VSO.   
Hospital Report
 Kyle Hetrick still hanging in there.
 Punk is doing a lot better.
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Sons of the American Legion Post #53
Regular meeting of the Sons of the American Legion was held June 3, 

2026, at 6:30pm. 18 members were present.
Minutes and Treasurer’s report were presented and approved.
Flags for July 4th: UP July 1st @ 5:00 pm. DOWN: July 5 @ 5:00 pm.
Th e local USBC bowling is ranked 1st in the State. We have contributed 

to the local.
Th e United Veterans Club Honor Guard occasionally needs help pre-

senting fl ags. If you would like to help out contact Vern Hill, Ron Callihan 
or Bill Grossart.

United Veterans Club open board meeting is third Wednesday in 
September. 

Home Depot donated Flags/poles for Memorial Day participants. Ann 
and Chad from Home Depot handed them out. We have a few left . Will 
put out for 4th of July.

Meeting adjourned at 7:13 pm.
Next meeting July 1, 2026, 6:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted.
Paul Barker, Adjutant

Youth Report
 None.
Board Report
 Flags Down June 15th at 5:00 pm.
 Flags up July 1st at 5:00 pm. Flags back down July 5th at 5:00 pm.
 Poles down July 7th at 11:00 am.
 May burger night went well.
 Th e UVC will be closed July 4th and 5th.
 Proposed by-laws change to the UVC Board by-laws to amend the 

date for installation of board members to July 1st.
 September will be the open board meeting.
 Home Depot has a program to assist Veterans with painting and 

roofi ng contact Chad Kies or Mike Ponte.
VOD/Patriot Pen
  None.
We Recognized the National Home. 
Unfi nished Business.
 None.
New Business.
  July 13th New VFW Offi  cer training will be held at the VFW in 

Kearney.
 Stuhr Museum will hold a 250th celebration of the United States on 

July 4th. Honor Guard will Post and Retire Colors.
 Honor Guard is requesting Veterans to March and carry fl ags for 

the 250th celebration. More of an “All of Us” group eff ort instead of just 
Honor Guard.

 Th e American Legion and VFW will also have a table setup at Stuhr 
for recruiting and general information.

 VSO Don Shuda will present Korean War Veterans with challenge 
coins.

Comrade Catron performed the Installation of Offi  cers ceremony.
Communications.
  None.
Comrade in distress.
 None.
Good of the Order.
 Our Auxiliary would like to display their Poppy display on our dis-

play case. No motions but approved unanimously.
Closing Ceremony was conducted.
Next meeting. July 7th at 1930 hrs.

Respectably submitted,
Quartermaster, Tim Bartz

Th e Freedom & Independence Ride / State Romp was discussed. Avis 
Pike mentioned, if you need raffl  e tickets to sell, please contact her.

Standing Rule #6 in the Chapter’s Bylaws, dated 1/21/25, was reviewed 
by the members present. Th e rule regards our commitment of giving gift s 
or gift  cards to Veterans going through Veterans Court. Aft er discussion, 
John Arias motioned to approve the repeal of the standing rule. Second, 
Jim Penwell. Motion carried.

Renee Ekhoff  asked the Chapter to consider a donation again this year 
for the Fishing with First Responders event being held this weekend. 
Aft er discussion, Nicole Reyes motioned to approve a $250 donation to 
the event. Second, Jim Penwell. Motion carried.

Dan Willets discussed a request for motorcycle rides for the Junior 
Board of Trustees at the Junior National Cattle event on July 5th. Aft er 
discussion, Dan will pursue only trike riders since the fl oor will be cov-
ered in shavings. 

Election of offi  cers was held. 
Director: Current Director Dan Willets was unopposed for the posi-

tion. John Arias motioned to approve the election of Dan for another 
term. Second, Mike Frank. Motion carried.

Assistant Director: Current Assistant Director David Morrison de-
clined his nomination to retain his position. Corey Steinacher accepted 
his nomination. Nicole Reyes motioned to approve the election of Corey 
to Assistant Director. Second, Dan Willets. Motion carried.

Secretary, Financial Offi  cer and SGT at Arms: Th ese positions were all 
unopposed. Rich Catron motioned to close the nominations and approve 
a White Ballot. Second, John Arias. Motion carried.

Secretary Pam Sinsel, Financial Offi  cer Avis Pike, and SGT at Arms 
Todd Sinsel will retain their positions.

Todd Sinsel motioned to adjourn the meeting. Second, John Arias. 
Motion carried.

Closing prayer by Chaplain Cory Steinacher.
SGT at Arms Todd Sinsel retired the POW/MIA chair covering. 
Meeting adjourned by Director Dan Willets.

Secretary,
Pamela Sinsel

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
June 16, 2026

Meeting called to order by Director Dan Willets. Opening prayer by 
Chaplain Cory Steinacher. Resolution 288 for the POW/MIA empty chair 
ceremony performed by SGT at Arms Todd Sinsel. All in attendance 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance and the ALR Chapter 53 Preamble. Roll 
call completed by Secretary Pam Sinsel. Sixteen Chapter members were 
present.

May meeting minutes read by Pam Sinsel. Accepted as read.
May fi nance report read by Financial Offi  cer Avis Pike. Motion to ap-

prove, Rich Catron. Second, John Arias. Motion carried. 




